\%food o
thought

Food for Thought from week one into week two of Advent

What does the teaching in the Olivet Discourse mean to us today?

First. we must believe in the finished work of Jesus Christ to escape God’s coming judgment.
Even though we have been warned, we must also be prepared by seeking God while it’s stll
possible,

Second, God calls us to instruct others so that they find salvation through the only means
possible, faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus said, T am the way, the truth, and the life, no man comes to
the Father except through me” (John 14:6). If we accept God’s offer of eternal life through faith
in Christ Jesus. we can have comfort that God will spare us from the tribulation period coming
upon the earth (Luke 21:36, 1 Thessalonians 5:9), In addition, we become people of eternity,
living for another world. We find that this world is not our home. This changes our daily life
because it redefines our value system and priorities.

Finally, we must allow God to place us in situations requiring us to trust God more. Saint Paul
said, “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to
suffer for His sake™ (Philippians 1:29).

Here are a few Questions to chew on while we tie them into this week’s readings,.,

1. Review the following insights from the Bible passages for this week (found in the bulletin).

a. The passage from Isaiah predicted that people of all nations would seek the God of the Bible,
wanting to learn His ways and walk in His paths. Are you evidence of this prophecy? Are there
others in your life that God may be asking you to influence towards Him?

b. The second reading encouraged the people of God to be motivated by love, walking as
children of the light who reject patterns of darkness. Are there deeds of darkness that you need to
put away and reject? Are there aspects to putting on the armor of light (like Bible study, prayer,
fellowship) that vou can give vourself to more fervently so that yvou have the mind of Christ?

¢. The third reading tvpified the followers of Jesus as those who are prepared for His return. As
vou look at your life, what evidence do you see of vour preparedness for His return? How does
preparedness get translated into your daily perspective and choices?

2. Lastly, whether Christ returns in our lifetime or not, why would it be wise to surrender your
life to Him and His will daily? What have you learned about the future and God’s heart for you
that helps you live for Christ instead of just seeking Christ for “fire insurance””

Yours in Christ
Deacon Hicks



