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Here we are, looking back at the 4th and 5th Sundays of Ordinary Time, the mountain
top moment of the Beatitudes, and yet we are already knocking at the door of the Lenten
season. What do you see unfolding as we are about to enter the Lenten season?

* Perhaps the rigors of daily life being played out, and how to handle them, to become
open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit to work in your daily life and receive the blessings
promised in the past two weeks’ journey to the mountain top.

* We're now ready to move off the mountain to head towards Jerusalem and Holy Week,
the Mount of Olives, the Passover celebration of old, and the Passion of Christ -- the
institution of the new and Eternal one established by Jesus himself...

* Thenthe resurrection and Easter Morning -- the fullness of that salvation covenant, the
gift of the Mass from the eternal High Priest Himself.

Over the years Father Mike and | have both remarked upon the Mass and its functionality for

our needs in order to navigate the dangers of this world. The many gifts that are at the
fingertips of our hearts and desires, and for our needs of relationship with God as Father, Son

and Holy Spirit...not just as individuals, but as a community of believers, too.

We have covered so many aspects of its importance, from the saints’ understanding of the
Church Militant to the Church Triumphant. We have shed light upon the truths of the

Sacraments and sacramentals. Yetin all of this, there seemed to be something overlooked. But
then I realized | had spoken about it. But not to the lacking of most Catholics in recognizing it

until | heard the way that Ana Munley addressed it, from the unrecognized; or if you will, the
blind side that comes from unfocused repetition...or if you will, spiritual muscle memory.

There seems to be 5 things that most Catholics don't realize about the Mass.

To be continued next week...

Yours in Christ,

Deaco Hicks



