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For Father's Day: Excerpt from The Father is the Main Mentor

At the time of adolescence it is the father who should become the primary
influence in his boy's life. The father, by example and word, must challenge
his son to manhood. He must begin to look upon his son as a man, and, as
such, expect him to act like a man. While understanding that his sonis still in
the process of becoming a man, the father must, nonetheless, expect his
50N, in no uncertain terms, to embrace and strive for, both intellectually and
morally, the ideals of manhood, and in so doing form the foundation for the
lifelong process of perfecting his manhood. The father should be the
primary source of encouragement to his son, viewing him as one who is
joining the ranks, flesh of his flesh who will carry on the battle after him. Itis
time for the father to become a mentor to his son, to convey the cause and
the vision of his own manhood, and seek to discern and nourish those of his
son. The father must, therefore, have a cause and a vision that he has made
his own, and seek to live it out wholeheartedly; for thisis a time of heart-to-
heart, father to son, man-to-man talks, where only integrity suffices. Today,
due to deficient formation in his own adolescence, many a father will lack
such a cause and a vision, and therefore will have to undergo his own
remedial formation in adulthood.

Thoughts to Ponder:

« |fyou are here as a father - DOUBLE TIME - pick up the pace for your
own necessity as well as for your son’s. “Father up!™ God's giving you a
chance!

* Dads, take note: You're not his pal, buddy, etc. You are his father and
his future. What will he see and imitate when he looks at you?

Yours in Christ,
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