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Godis not cnly known by name but by action. as we briefly examined the Trinitarian persons within the Holy Nature of God
last Sumday. S0 what's in aname? A name a3l5o speaks of an aCBon associated to the person and of their nature, Let's take a
ook at @ couple of names that we find in the Old Testament and the New Testament.

Adonai (Hebrew: *Ti¥) transiates to “Lord™ or “Master.” Rooted in the Hebrew word odon (meaning “ruler® or "owner”), the
suffix o dengtes the possessive “my,” making it literally mean “my Lord™ or “my Master.” It is a majestic plural form usedin
Judaism toemphasize absolute sovereignty and divine autharity, [1. 2. 3]

Key Contexts and Usage
o Saored Traditione [0 Judaism, the writténname of God—the four-letter unuttérable name YHWH [Yahweh)=—is
considered tod holy to pronouncs. Out of reversnce, lewishtradition dictates reading YHWH as "Adonai™ during
prayer and Torah reditations. [1, 2, 3]
»  Biblical Translations: English Bibles typically translate Adonai as “Lord” (witha capitalized "L’ and lowercase ‘ord’), and
capitalize LOWD whenit translates the unytierable YHWH, [1, 2]

In the Mew Testament, the Holy of Holies ransitions from & piwsical, restriicted room in the Jenusalem Templeints & spiritual
reality. Through Jesus Christ, the barier separating humanity from God is removed, pranting believers dirsct aooess to the
divine presence.

1. Chwist as the Fulfiller and the "True® Holy of Holies - The New Testament, partioularly the Book of Hebrews, reinterprers the
Hedy of Holies (or the “Mest Holy Place™) through the lens of Chirist

The Greater Tabemacle: Christ did not enter a man-made Holy of Holies with the blood of goats and bulls. Instead, He enterad
tha “greater and mors perfect tabernacdle”™ |Heaven itselfl] through His own blood to secure stemal redemption for humanity
(Hebrews 9:11-12),

The Torn Veil: A1 the moment of lesus’s crucifixion, the massive, thick veil of the Temple—which had previously barred anyone
from entering the Holy of Holies except the High Priestonce 2 year—tore completely intwo [Matthew 27:51). This dramatic
physical event was a theological declaration: the separation between God and humanity has been destroyed.

2. Believers’ Direct Access 1o God - Because OF Christ's sacrifice, the New Testament instruos believers 1o boldly enter the
spiritudil Holy of Hodies themselves.

The Thione of Grage: Hebrews 416 encourages belisvers to “approach God's throne of grace with confidence® because Jesus
senves as our ultimate, eternal High Priast in heaven,

Boldness to Enter: Hebrews 1001522 states that Christians now have "confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of
Jesus™ symbalizing our permanent, unhindsred access to God's presence here within the Mass now.

3. Thet Bediever as the Temple - In Faul's epistles, the concept of the Holy of Holies is applied internally to the individual believer
and the collective chunch, and upon our fleshly death into His heavenly peesence, the finial Hohyof Holies_.

Indwelling Spirit: 1 Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19 state that the bodies of believers are the “temple of the Holy Spirit™. The divine
presence that was once cont@ined ina physical stone room now cwells withinthe spirt of the believer,

The Heart as the Sanctuary: By extension, the deepest part of the human spiritis often likened to a personal, spiritual Holy of
Holies whernes communion with God takes place.

Hod truly fitting o have this nevelstion now &5 we enter this moanth of the dictesan Feast of the Sacred Heam of besus! On this
first Sunday of the morth we begin the celebration of Corpus Cheisti with First Communion for twa of our young parish
members. What a gift for our familyto celebrate! Twa innocent hearts for the Lord, and Himself for them, and for us this
grace- filled momentto share with ADOMAI and each other. Amen.

Yours in Christ:
Deacen Hicks



